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Thirty-odd
piece puzzle

1= ALINGSAS (sE)— Unable to find
a builder who could execute
the aluminium facade of

their design with the neces-
sary precision, UNIT Arkitektur
turned instead to a local car-
parts manufacturer. For most
Gothenburg-based architects,
the many subcontractors of the
region's automotive industry
remain a relatively unexploited
resource. While the level of skill
inthe manufacturing industry
in western Sweden is world
class, most of the building
construction sector is based

on 1950s-era technology. So
says Mikael Frej, who together
with Klas Moberg heads UNIT.
In recent years, the duo has
explored the use of materials
in & series of villa projects, the
most surprising of which is
perhaps the Villa Bohlin's taped
plastic facade.

They chose aluminium this
time because of the modest size
of the building, an extension to
a single-family home. Architec-
ture at such a small scale can
easily be overwhelmed by all the
joints between materials. Their
strategy to make the facade and
all of its details in a single mat-
erial allowed them instead to
give the box-shaped building a
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more coherent appearance.

The components were cut
by Riboverken with a CNC laser
normally used to make car parts
for Volvo and SAAB. Thus the
architects could work with a tol-
erance of as little as 0.1 mm, as
opposed to the construction in-
dustry’s margin of up to 10 mm.
The challenge was to negotiate
the collision between these
two worlds, since the existing
building was a traditionally built
wood-frame house.

The decision to deviate
from established construction
practice required a high level of
detailing —every point of attach-
ment, every edge and every cor-
ner had to be custom designed.
The components were cut from
3-mm-thick aluminium sheets,
too heavy for a sheet-metal
worker to modify on site, so
every piece of the puzzle had to
fit perfectly. After the thirty-odd
pieces had been cut and shaped,
they were anodized for an even
finish. Anodizing produced
a china-like oxidation layer
only twenty-five microns thick
that is expected to protect the
building from the elements for
about a hundred years without
maintenance. (BJORN EHRLEMARK)
ALUMINIUM HOUSE
EXTENSION, 2010

Architect UNIT Arkitektur Client private
Aluminium facade Riboverken (Vastra
Frolunda, Sweden) Address Alingsas,
Sweden Infowww.unitark se

Section: Malleable metal

Pixellated
river flows

1 I LYON (FR)— A Swiss
holey cheese, & gigantic
toddler’s toy, a square
sponge —these are

just some of the many
comparisons thus far
inspired by Le Cube
Orange, but most opin-

ions end in compliments
for the head-turning
effect of the recent
project by Jakob + Mac-
Farlane. Their bright
orange monolith stands
on the quayside in Lyon’s
former harbour zone,
currently being rede-
veloped. The building is
partof a comprehensive
urban planning project

aimed at breathing new
life into the area through
a combined architec-
tural, cultural and com-
mercial programme,

Le Cube Orangeis an
office building and
designer showroom. The
five-storey volume, with
a footprint of 2933
metres, stands beside
the old ‘Salins du Midi’
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warehouse complex.
Although the structure
isin essence a simple
orthogonal cube, one is
immediately struck by
the gigantic hole that
has been punched right
through the building.
This ‘gimmick’is not just
an attention-grabber
but also has a functional
basis; the hole provides




